€ Pigeon Racing in Saudi Arabia — Between Challenges and Global Aspirations €

Collaboration between the Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee and Hussain Abdulrahim Baban in
Publishing the Article on PIPA

As part of efforts to elevate the status of pigeon racing in Saudi Arabia, this article is a result of
collaboration between the Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee, led by Abdullah bin Ali Al-Dughairi,
and breeder Hussain Abdulrahim Baban. The aim of this collaboration is to shed light on the
evolution of this sport in the Kingdom, discuss environmental challenges, and emphasize its
inclusion in global competitions

The Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee plays a pivotal role in developing and organizing local
races, continuously striving to enhance competitiveness and empower local breeders to actively
participate in regional and international races. This article serves as a proactive step to present a
comprehensive overview of the sport in the Kingdom to PIPA, the world’s leading reference for
professional pigeon racing

Hussain Abdulrahim Baban’s Vision for Publishing the Article

As one of Saudi Arabia’s top pigeon breeders, Hussain Abdulrahim Baban recognized the
importance of highlighting the challenges and opportunities facing pigeon racing in the Kingdom.
The article focuses on explaining the environment in which these races take place, characterized
by extreme climatic conditions, making competitions in Saudi Arabia more challenging compared

to European countries with moderate weather

Hussain emphasized that publishing the article on PIPA was not merely a documentation of
pigeon races in the Kingdom but a strategic step towards opening new horizons for Saudi
breeders and contributing to enhancing their competitiveness on an international level

Unique Challenges of Pigeon Racing in Saudi Arabia

The article discusses factors that make pigeon racing in Saudi Arabia uniquely demanding,
sincluding

Extreme Heat and Dry Climate Q
.Pigeons need exceptional endurance to withstand high temperatures during flights .
Dry conditions and limited water sources affect the birds’ efficiency during long- .
distance races

Unpredictable Winds and Desert-Mountainous Terrain Q

Birds face unexpected air currents that can alter their flight paths, making .
navigation more difficult
Races extend across vast desert landscapes and rugged mountain ranges, .

requiring pigeons to possess superior navigational skills



Training Strategies and Breeding Adaptation Q

Saudi breeders are working to develop strains capable of adapting to these .
extreme conditions
Intensive training programs are implemented to enhance pigeon performance and .

ensure optimal race returns

Response from PIPA Director — Nikolaas Gyselbrecht

PIPA’s director, Nikolaas Gyselbrecht, responded positively to the article, expressing great interest
in Saudi pigeon racing. He highlighted that Saudi Arabia’s races are among the most challenging
globally

Nikolaas stated that these races provide a unique environment to test the capabilities of pigeons,
making them ideal for exploring new bloodlines that could excel in long-distance competitions. He
also expressed PIPA’s willingness to increase media coverage of Saudi races, enhancing their
global reach and encouraging more international breeders to participate

Impact of the Article on the Global Pigeon Racing Scene «

Following the publication of the article, global interest in Saudi pigeon racing has increased,
sleading to expected outcomes such as

An increase in international participants in Saudi races
Stimulating investment in developing racing infrastructure
Strengthening partnerships with global genetics and training experts

Inclusion of Saudi races in major international event calendars

Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee — A Vision for the Future

Led by Abdullah bin Ali Al-Dughairi, the Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee is actively working on
:developing this sport both locally and internationally, focusing on

Organizing more professional races utilizing advanced technology to monitor .
pigeon performance

Establishing global collaborations with leading breeders to enhance strain quality .

Offering specialized training programs to develop local breeders and improve their .

skills
Through this article, the committee hopes to lay the groundwork for broader international

cooperation in pigeon racing, solidifying Saudi Arabia’s position as a major destination for this
sport on the global stage

€ Towards a Bright Future for Pigeon Racing in the Kingdom €

Thanks to the collaboration between the Saudi Pigeon Racing Committee and Hussain
Abdulrahim Baban, the global pigeon racing community now has a clearer understanding of the



strength and challenges of pigeon racing in Saudi Arabia. With growing interest in this sport, the
coming years are expected to witness a major transformation in competition standards,
positioning the Kingdom as one of the world’s leading destinations for long-distance pigeon racing
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